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SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING 
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HOW TO SHOP ONLINE 

 It’s very similar to Google Search.  Once you navigate to your online 

shopping website (like www.Amazon.com) type what you are looking 

for in the white search bar (somewhere at the top of the screen). 

 After you type your search term, brows the items and find what you’d 

like! 

 Note: many (if not all) shops online want you to create an account. 

You do not have to in order to check out, but if you are there often it 

may be a good idea.  Often you receive special promotions and 

shopping on the site is more convenient with an account. 

HOW TO STAY SAFE 

 Look up top at the address bar.  Safe online shopping sites will start 

with HTTPS.  The S means secure.  On sites with an S, all of the data 

and information you put into the site (like your address and payment 

information) is encrypted (written in code) so it is harder to steal. 

 Avoid using your credit/debit card: 

o PayPal—a company that stores your bank/card information for 

you.  This way, whenever you shop online PayPal “fronts” the 

money and the online store never sees your credit/debit/bank 

account information 

o Shop using a pre-paid gift card—buy yourself a gift card for a 

change!  Shopping with a pre-paid gift card eliminates risk of 

online crooks getting your bank information.  Pre-paid gift 

cards can be found at most grocery stores! 

 Only shop from stores that are well-known.  I use the friend and family 

rule:  if neither a friend nor a family member recognizes the name of 

the online store, consider shopping somewhere else. 

HOW TO BE A SAVVY SHOPPER 

A good online shopping experience has a lot to do with how satisfied you are 

with the product.  Below are tips for getting what you want: 

1. Read the product description—don’t get stuck with a child’s size t-

shirt!  Read the details of the product (including dimensions, material, 

and fit) 

2. Check the customer reviews—check if the product has been reviews 

more than 100 times.  If yes, browse the reviews and factor them into 

your final decision—Was the product true to its description?  

3. Read the returns/exchanges policy.  Each online retailer has its own 

return/exchange policy.  Take the time to learn what the details are 

before you buy!  
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SOME SAFE ONLINE STORES! 
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